Fete 1088.) 


FEBRUARY, 1880. 


THE MONTH. 


Tux state of things in Afghanistan is as yet extremely critical. The proclamation 
lately issued by the Indian Government, declaring that no enmity is entertained 
towards the Afghan people by the British, was undoubtedly a politic proceeding. 
It is now placed beyond question that all who submit to British authority will 
receive the full benefit of the amnesty, and this probably will have effect on some ; 
but others of the chiefs are resolute in opposition ; the priesta are preaching a religious 
war, and Mahomed Jan, the chief of the late outbreak, has informed General Roberts 
that although for the present the Afghans are compelled to withdraw from the field, 
they will never cease from hostilities till the British are expelled the country. It is 
also stated that the tribes in various districts are again combining, with a view to a 
better organized and more extensive movement than the last. Still, for the present, 
all is quiet in Cabul ; and even in the Khyber Pass no actual conflict has occurred. 
It would be unwise, under present circumstances, to shut our eyes to the fact that the 
crisis is extremely grave, that the position is complicated, and that, assuming our 
task to be simply that of preserving Afghanistan from a state of anarchy, it is one 
which will tax our energies (or rather those of India), civil and military, to the 
uttermost. It is feared that the snow in the passes, which has fallen heavily, wil! 
soon cut off communication between Cabal and the surrounding country. 


Notwithstanding the threatening aspect of affairs in the Transvaal, Sir Garnet 
Wolseley considers that the danger of an open insurrection is but slight. It is true 


that at the late meeting of the Boers active resistance to the British Government 
was openly proclaimed, and a resolution passed declaring that those present were 
prepared to sacrifice their lives for the independence of their country. Still more 
decisive were the instructions issued to the National Committee, by which the South 
African Republic was at once to be reinstated in authority, and Paul Kruger 
installed as President. It appears, however, that there is far from being unanimity 
among the Boers; the numbers present at the meeting are not considered to express 


the judgment of the whole community, and the party actually resolved on war is 


believed to be in a minority. The Boers, moreover, are not noted for their prowess 
in the field, and when hostilities seem imminent, generally show a disposition to 
retire. Kruger himself is stated to have sought an interview with Sir Garnet, the 
issue of which it was thought likely would convince the Boers of the uselessness and 


folly of resistance, the more so as Kruger’s own views are in favour of a 


or pacific course. The Government, in order to assert and vindicate its authority, — 
has arrested the Secretary of the National Committee, who has, however, been | 


released on bail. The greater part of the British forces have been withdrawn from 


Natal, and it is hoped that their presence will not further be required. Zululand is 
quiet, the country of the Basuto chiefs is tranquillized, and the missionaries have 


resumed their work. 
The between Englend and Turkey afford an 
D 
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instructive illustration of the spirit of religious intolerance which animates the 


reflecting more distinctly the opinions of the more progressive sections of the Left, 


| | The new French Ministry, except in being somewhat further advanced, and 


appear to have been baseless, and the movement of the troops itself has been exagge- 
rated. A more serious menace to European tranquillity is to be found in the fact 
that the German Army and Reserves are to be augmented forthwith to the extent of 


150,000 men. Already do the gigantic armies maintained by Germany ‘weigh 
I heavily upon the springs of her national industry, arrest her development, and oripple 

her resources. Her military hosts have long been supposed to be the most powerful 
‘upon the continent of Europe ; yet, because France and Russia have been increasing 


their military strength, Germany must do the same. No more potent illustration 

could we have of the fearfal mischiefs wrought, and the injury inflicted on the best 

interests of society and of nations, by this insane race for physical supremacy, this 

competition for the first position in respect of material forces. A far wiser ‘course 
| would it be, supposing peace to be really desired, for the strongest Power to propose 
a mutual reduction of these costly and pernicious armaments. 


| 
) ‘indicating that the peace of Europe was not unlikely again to be disturbed ; but these 
| 


There seems ground to apprehend that the distress in Ireland is on the increase, 
whilst the attitude assumed by some of the leaders of the Home Rule party in refer- 
ence to the anti-rent agitation does but aggravate the perils of the country. Want 


by the Porte. Notwithstanding all the promises, all the treaties, all the 
guarantees by which Turkey is pledged to Europe to secure for the peoples subject 
to her the free exercise of their religion, the officials who administer her government 
. still persist in persecuting whenever they can get the chance, and when, as in the 
4 case of Dr. Koelle and Ahmed Tewfik, they find they cannot do so with impunity, 
| | they not only make\a merit of necessity, but pretend to concede asa favour what 
they are under every obligation to see grantedasaright. The temporary suspension 
| of diplomatic relations by Sir Henry Layard has in this case brought them, in some 
measure, to their senses ; but instead of apologizing for the gross breach of faith of 
| | which they have been guilty—their wilful infraction of the plainest treaty obliga- 
| tions—the Turkish Government issue a document in which they apologize rather for 
yielding to the pressure put upon them, and for doing, half-heartedly and an- 
graciously enough, what they were bound to do by every possible engagement 
contracted with the European Powers. Dr. Koelle’s papers have been restored 
to him, and the life of Ahmed Tewfik, “forfeited by the religious laws of the 
country ” for aiding in the translation of a religious work, has, in deference to European 
prejudice, been spared; but the Porte plainly intimates that, by thus acting, it does 
not establish a precedent! Nor is this the worst; Hafiz Pasha, the Minister of 
Police, whose subordinates arrested the supposed offenders, and whose dismissal, first 
demanded, was not finally insisted on by the English Ambassador, has been con- 
spicuously rewarded for his piety and zeal. He has received the Grand Cordon of 
the “ Order of Medijidie.” This transaction throughout does not hold out to as any 
lively prospect of the performance by Turkey of her promises to Europe. It would 
rather suggest that never, except under compulsion, will she fulfil her plainest and 


aud destitution are extending over a large area, and with more rapid and alarming 
strides, We are glad to learn that the Government is maltiplying and augmenting 
its leans to landlords in the impoverished and famine-strieken districts, and that 
Christian Liberality has been largely invoked, and various funds are being raised for 
the relief of the suffering people. The Duchess of Mariborough, who in this good 
work has been prominent, has imsmed repeated and urgent appeals for pecuniary sid. 
Meanwhile, the Home Rulers have gained a new ally in the O'Donoghue, who, 
although he not only long refused to countenance the movement, but also severely 
criticized it in his published utterances, has now joined its ranks, and assumed amongst 
its advocates an advanced and prominent positien. At the recent Dublin meeting 
he proposed a resolution of sympathy with the anti-rent movement, of-e0 strong a 
character that it was found needful to tone it down, lest it should seem that legie- 
lators were sanctioning open and forcible resistance to the execution of the law. 
There can, however, be no doubt that, with an impulsive and excitable people, 
exhortations not to quit their holdings or relax their held upon their farms when 
served with notice of ejectment, will be interpreted by many in the sense of open 
defiance both to the law and its administrators. Meanwhile, Mr. Parnell is being 
feted and feasted in the United States, where he takes it on himself to say that the 
land agitation is a moral movement only, seeking lawfal ends by constitutional 
means alone, and deprecating all resort to violence. We should be glad to believe 
this, and to be satisfied that no means but those which are legitimate would, in any 
exigency, be employed; but we fear that the pupils in this matter are likely to 
outstrip their.masters, and already,in cases where rent has been withheld, several 


island, and many parts are very much disturbed. .The maintenance of an additional 
force both of the police and military is greatly adding to the burden of taxation now 
weighing so heavily upon the land) The priests do not seem to be encouraging the 
agitation, but rather striving to repress it. 


Few calamities have ever ocourred which have excited more intensely a universal — 


feeling of terror and of awe.than the-fearful catastrophe at the Tay Bridge. There 
have, indeed, been disasters .still; more comprehensive, which have overwhelmed 
greater nambers in sudden ‘add violent destruction ; but in this ease there are 
special features which add greatly to the sensations of amazementand of horror which 
this unprecedented accident has everywhere evoked. In most catastrophes by sea or 
land, by river or by rail,-eome lives, at any rate, are saved—some escape trom the 
disaster to tell its story to the world; but here Yiot a single voice is heard, not one 
survivor breaks the awful silence of the dead. The absolute suddenness and complete- 
ness of the accident, the fearful swiftness with which the work of destruction was 
accomplished, appeal with unexampled power to the imagination and the heart. 
Numerous are the emotions which a calamity so terrible awakens. Amid the tempests’ 
roar, andthe crash of the materials of the falling bridge, no ear beard \the awful cry 
which ascended to heaven from the victims in that moment of sagony—the briefest 
possible—which preceded their destruction ; but all can realize how intense that 
agony must have been ; all can feel with what force a calamity like this impresses on 
us all the injunction, “ Be ye also ready, for in such an hour as ye think not the Son 
of Man cometh.” All, too, fwho réfiect upon the matter will recogtize in the event 
the hand of a mysterious Providence—the finger and the work 6f God. "The elements 
which occasioned the disester were entirely under His control. The calamity must 
_be regarded as one of those judgments ofthe Most High designed to teach us all the 
importance of a living faith in Himself, and in the things whieh are unseen. We 


— 


conflicts have occurred with the police. Agitation is rife throughout the sister 

| 

| 

| 

| 
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are not called upon to judge others—on the contrary, we must guard against imputing 
any special guilt to the sufferers by this terrific visitation; but we ought to take 
home the lesson it inculeates so plainly on ourselves. Sympathy with the families 


The initiatory steps have already been taken in the snit which, it is hoped by 
its promoters, will succeed in depriving of his benefice the recusant Incumbent of 
St. Alban’s. The authority to institate fresh proceedings appears to have been some- 
what reluctantly granted by Lord Penzance; and, considering the results of former 
suits, and the way in which the Court over which his lordship presides has been 
openly and publicly defied, and, as yet, has found no efficient mode of vindicating 
and enforcing its decrees, we can hardly wonder at the unwillingness displayed by 
the learned judge to enter upon any fresh phase in a contest apparently so fruitless 
of aught sought to be obtained by its promotion. It is not for us to speculate as to 
the course which the new suit will take, or its ultimate and final issue ; we have 
already, indeed, indicated the steps which the promoters may be expected to pursue ; 
but what may be the action of the defendant under these altered circumstances can 
be judged of only by his antecedents. 


| 
“BUT IF NOT.”* : 

* Qur God whom we serve is able to deliver us from. the fiery furnace, and He will deliver us 
out of thine hand, O king. But if not, be it known unto 0 that we will not serve thy gods, 
nor worship the golden image thou hast set up.”— Dan. iii. 17, 

The seas are calm, the winds are fair, Now clear the lights of Science shine, 

No rocks are near; thou hast no care, And Wisdom hastes with smile benign, 

Thou bearest home a cargo rare. To guide thee up the heights divine. 

But if the seas thy bark assailed, But if thy knowledge ceased to teach, 

And stormy winds that wreck prevailed, And truth should lose her tranquil speech, 

And all thy strenuous striving failed? And thy research no answer reach ?, 

Thy strength exulteth in the sun, Faith hath its visions pure and high,— 

Thy limbs are fleet the race to run, Of mystic succour surely nigh, 
_ And many a work thou boastest done. And land that knows no tear or sigh. 

But if thy joyous strength decay, But if no angel wing should gleam, 

Thy task be patience all the day, _ Nor crystal fountain healing stream,— 

And Death the fleetest in the way? If earth be real, and heaven a dream? 

Now “ troops of friends” thy steps pursue, Thy God delivers from the flame: | 

One common aim appears in view, . “ Bor i wor,” —were it still the same? 

Their life gives thine a riper hue. What saith the Cross of death and shame ? 
| But if perchance thou stood’st alone, “Yes, though He slay me, I will trust,” 

The measure of thyself unknown, _ —Boul, this is life—and God is just : 

And hadst no virtues but thine own ? On all the rest is “‘ dust to dust.” 


© From “The Truce of God, and Other Poems.” By William Stevens, London : 0, Kegan Pual 


and Co. 


and friends of those who ee : 
to know, has been most universally called forth, and is now assuming a practical 
complexion. Nor should we forget the importance of an inquiry into the special 

| cause of the disaster. While we recognize the hand of God, we must also recognize 

| the responsibility of men. The triumphs of our engineering skill are great, but 

i | human achievements are of necessity both imperfect and progressive. The Tay 

| Bridge is to be rebuilt, and every precaution must be taken, every effort made, in its 

| reconstruction, to avert even the remotest possibility of another such disaster. 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
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FRANCE. 


modern 
rialism also has its hopes. But while super- 
stition mistakes the time of day, iali 
mistakes the nature of man. The one would 
” carry us back to the twelfth century, and the 


other would fain transport us back to the age 


of stone, or, worse still, that of the orang- 


M. Réveillaud is attempting. This bright, 
energetic weekly has attained 2,000 eab- 


| scribera, and has every prospect of increasing 


success. 
THE EDUCATIONAL STRUGGLE. 
Schools! schools! Truly, France needs 
them, and knows her need. Bat Jesuit 


they 
the population will support them they abolish 
grants of public money to “ religious” 
what is termed “ clerical” schools-—i.¢., schools 
under the direct influence of priest, pastor, — 


‘cease to exist. And this just when Evan- 
gelical teaching seems the one hope for France ! 
Let no one be deceived; the Administration 
and Government are on the declivity at the 
bottom of which Atheism and Anarchy 
their saturnalia. God is sending His mes- 


The intense cold, unknown in Paris 
the end of the last century, has occasioned 


| From our own Correspondent. 
France, January 16, 1880. | 
A PATRIOTS ASPIRATIONS. 
“ When foreign Christians are energetically | 
shall we remain cold, or, what is worse, luke- 
warm! The stones might then in truth cry 
out. It is a good thing that the Reformed | teaching is so odious to the present adminis- 
Church resume her organiem, bat a better 
thing that she resume her burning love for 
souls, her spirit of proselytism and conquest. 
Neither ‘men nor money are wanting when 
the hour of God is come. And visibly the 
time for religious reformation is at hand. | rabbi, monk, or nun,. It is not to deprive 
What we need to understand is that we are | the rising generation of the religious teaching 
and mouth of God. The mouth | deemed necessary by parente—at least, so 
the arm must act. Men are | says the Government—but while enabling 
GE hosts of idle fears concerning «| the authorised religious teachers of various 
hostile press and wavering opinions, With a | persuasions to instil their doctrines into their 
little daring, all that falls to nothing. Waver- | respective pupils on fixed days and hours, 
ing souls rally around firm ones. We have | the intention is to protect youth against 
an incomparable lever—viz., faith, and a | Jesuitism and superstition. Several Protestant 
fulcrum that eternity will not move—viz., | schools numerously attended fall under this 
Christ. And shall we not/| regulation, and lose all income from the city 
When the foot of a Pompey | of Paris. To be up to the mark, Protestants 
to arise from the Italic soil, | must be ready to disburse many thousands 
Spirit of Christ call apostles out | of francs; otherwise the schools hitherto in 
prepared ground? Is the arm | the enjoyment of municipal grants will be 
shortened? Nay, but our un-| either greatly diminished in usefulness or 
MEE «shortsighted, and prevents us doing 
those “ greater things” which Christ proposed 
to His disciples, shortly before returning to 
the Father. Hopes? Yes, superstition and 
despotisin have hopes and fondly caress them, 
but they are based upon chimerical dreams, 
sengers, and something more than curiosity 
prompts the crowds to come and hear. Bat j 
the awful power of evil manifested by the 
press, as well as by popular oratory, is a tre- 
mendous force; and strong faith and Gospel 
power are indeed called for in presence of the 
whirling edd, which is carrying France, as 
outang. ere are well as other continental nations, towards the 
in that true progress which em the en-; verge of the abyas. 
tire man—religious, intellectual, and moral. CHRISTIAN BENEFICENCE. 
true and normal current of nature and his- 
tory, and rest upon the immutable foundation | untold suffering, and called forth the best - 
of the promises of God.” i of the many, Benevolence has en- 
Such words are refreshing. Truly the ome. ge channels; and while the rich. have 
fresh feelings of a truly God-taught and God- | given freely of their abundance, the kindness 
sent evangelist should send a current of hope, | of the yery poor towards each other is beyohd 
and strength, and activity throughout Pro- | all praise, A man of enlarged heart, M. 
testantism. Aad this, by means of his Signal, | Meyer, a deacon of the Reformed Church, 


similar crimes. He selected fifty javeniles, 
whom he has educated on his estate at Orge- 
ville with remarkable success ; and now he is 
embracing in his philanthropic views the 
100,000 children of the same class supposed 


THE QUESTION OF DIVORCE 
has been the subject of lectures by Father 
Hyacintbe, whose oratorical talent commands 
crowds of hearers. He wishes that the 
marriage vow should be indirsoluble, but that 
there should be a reform in the Jaw as to 
cases of separation ; and that provision should 
be made for declarations of nullity of marriage. 
The same subject was being treated at the 
same time by the popular Romish 
of the day, Father Didon, when a sudden 
prohibition from’ the Archbishop of Puris 
stopped him short. Why? It is said on 
account of the stir the question was making, 
the letters in the newspapere from the monk’s 


spew, and the visits he received from public 


anen after each lecture. 


2 

4 

4 


3 
3 


word, and all my 
y!” The lady had the greatest difficulty” 
imaginable to make him understand the dis- 
interestedness of Christian love, which prompts 
such labours and seeks no reward. 


he replied ; “speak not of my example; there 
is but one example, that of Jesus Christ.” The 


CHRISTENDOM, (February 1, 1888. 
PARIS AND THE PROVINCES. 
An amociation has been founded in Paris 
tenant | for the encouragement of stady in the Pro- 
yard, and | testant Faculty of Theology. In days not long 
They are to | gone by hospitals, especially in the provinces, 
between | were under the control of the priesta. Their 
" of the wealthy and | authority is so reduced, that in Tours a Pro- 
| is often heartrending. | testant pastor has been introduced by the 
| municipality into the Commission on Hospitals, 
| ciety for the Protection of Forsaken Children| A desire seems to arise that the Bible- 
| and Juvenile Offenders.” The son of Presi-| classes connected with the Rev. R. McAll’s 
dent Bonjean, who was killed as one of the | mission shall be conducted by pastors. This 
hostages by the Commune, had immediately | has succeeded well where the pastor is a 
after that fatal period sought to rescue the | worker, and knows and is beloved by the work- 
children of the men who committed that and | ing people. The experiment, if made univer- . 
| sally, will soon tell by its results whether 
| favourable or otherwise. 
A STORY OF REAL LIFE. 

There have been exceedingly interesting 
| incidents connected with the various evan- 
| | to be scattered over France. gelical schools, mothers’ meetings, and girls’ 
has been run between the Figaro, the disso- 
; lute popular paper which takes the priests’ 
| side of the question, and the Republican 
“Bureaux de Bienfaisance.” The journal 

declared that its readers would send in more : : 
| money for the use of the poor through “ reli- 
gious” hands than the Republicans would 
cond to tho now im the: bends. of him of the Christian kindness 
mea not belonging to any clerical bedy. Both 
parties outdid themselves! Money flowed 
n, amd it is stated the Republicans excelied 
their competitors; but, curiously enough, in | 
the distribution of the clerical Figaro, the 
Protestant churches were presented collec- 
) tively with 25,000 franca, and the Synagogue 
| received a similar donation. The most sin- 
8: gular point seems to be the acceptance of 
these suis. 
| 
| 
M. FELIX VERNES, 
i the head of the great Paris banking-house, an 
| eminently philanthropic Protestant, whose 
| . works of love were fruits of faith, has gone to 
his rest in a good old ‘age. “ You leave a 
| great and good example,” said someone. “No,” 
concourse of men of’all opinions and parties at 
his faneral was immense. 
Two distinguished Frenchmen have passed 
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of believers placed in the same position. 


‘ 
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of the congregations. This is a most inrport-| papers on the box which receives the contri- 
ant question for the young Italian churches, | butions.” 


weekly collection enjoined in the New Teste- 


indicating in turn the object by putting | tive effort it is admirable. 
— 
GERMANY. | 
| From onr own Correspondent. } various Bat by this newly- 
——, Prussia, Jan. 14, 1880 awakened life in the Church, has been 


Mr. Schwalb, at Bremen, bas given a lecture, 
in which he denies all the su facts 


and the attacks upon the General Synod are of 
almost daily occurrence. The beginning of 


attacks in the infidel press, obtains a 
sphere of usefalness, by his having 
appointed General Superintendent of ' 
part of the of Brandenburg which 
is called the “ Kurmark.” 
THE ELRCTIONS' 

for the councils in the National 
Church of Prussia; which took» place-om the 
4th of January, and on which’ depends also 
the character of our synodé, have not, as it 
seems, materially changed the aspeet of things. 
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as there cannot be much stability unless the | The fifth chapter a 
churches are self-supporting. “ It is the duty 
of each member,” says this section, “to com | Assembly ; enough written 
tribute, according to his means, to the cause | characterize sufficiently this little volume. It 
of Christ. The evangelists must, therefore, | will be evident to the reader that this book is 
| insist upon the brethren to be liberal from the 
| beginning of the work, that must incalenlable advantage to those 
en we oe for whom it is intended. It is not like the 
| | altered, according to circumstances, and the 
| bath.services, according to the various wants, | wish of the General Assembly. As @ tenta- 
| RELIGIOUS LIFE AND ACTIVITY. also greatly increased. In Prussia, “ Liberal 
The Week of Prayer, which lies only just | clergymen at present think it more pradent 
bebind us, has again been observed in many | to accommodate themselves as much as possible 
German towns in the usual way. In Berlin | to the doctrine of the Church ; but in some of 
. two large meetings were held in different | the other German countries they come forward 
| parts of the city every night, and the great) all the more boldly with their unbelief, I re- 
attendance shows that the Week of Prayer | ferred to Waldeck in my last letter. Since that 
, gains a deeper root with us every year. The 
| Empress again attended several times. In 
Hamburg the meetings were held every even- Of UBFistianity, WOICh : 
| _ ing im the French Reformed Church, and | believing Christians to protest in a public 
accompanied with much blessing. The pre- | meeting against these assertions of one of their 
i sent sitnation of Christ's Church requires | clergymen. In Prussia the propaganda of un- 
much prayer. The year 1879 has been an | unbelief is worked chiefly throngh the press, 
important one in religious affairs: The Alli- 
f largely represented, the Congress for Home | the new year, therefore, occurs in a very im- 
| Missions at Stuttgart, and the General Synod | portant period of the religious development 
of the Established Church of Prussia, are three | of our nation; and the help of God’s Spirit, : 
strong testimonies tothe power of evangelical | which was again invoked during the Week of 
life in our nation ; and the slow but steady | Prayer, is essentially necessary. 
| progress of all active Christian work also allows DR. KOGEL, 
us to enter on the new year with the hope the 
i decline of religious life, but progress. The 
number of students of theology is also again 
t beginning to increase; and it not seldom 
; happens that people who, when the law on 
8 civil marriages granted liberty, at once used it 
8) to dispense with the religious ceremony, or 
| the baptism of their children, now come, after 
| years have elapsed, to seek the blessing of the 
Church on their marriage, and bring their 
children to be baptized. The number of 
| i communicants im Herlin has- also become 
i |: larger. The newly-introdaced celebrations of 
ih the Lord's Supper after the evening: services 
have proved especially useful in this respect, 
| ih as it is a time whem everybody is free, while | In Berlin, the only part of the country where 
a: also many people are still prevented from | the “ Liberals” generally: have the-majority, 
geing to church in the morming by: their | the number of electore who presented them- 
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selves to vote wasa very small one In St he really has his opinions and turned 
Matthew’s Church the orthodox members were aly 
re-elected. Among the Liberals, it is fair to too glad to receive him as their pastor ; but 
make & distinction between those who really | that the mere change from one German 
desire so to reform the COburch as to promote National Oburch to another does not involve « 
Rationalism, and such ss come witha kind of change of views ; that the offence given by his 
indifference, and after all allow themselves to writings at so recent « period (only four years 
be gradually drawn inte some interest in the ago) is not removed ; and they are afraid that 
comeerns of religion. Where the latter is the Mr. Werner, elected by the unbelieving perty, 
case, our Church Constitution always exercises is only mere cautious than Mesare. Hossbach 
a beneficial influence, and to this it must be and Schramm, and uses expressions which 
ascribed that in several churches the Liberal may be taken for otthodox, but can also be 
members of the parochial councils were re- interpreted in a figurative sense. 
elected without opposition, Where, however, TRE ELBING DEBATE. 
there had been previous disputes, the con- While the negotiations with Rome are still 
test at the election was a very severe one, bat proceeding very slowly, the Minister for Public 
it generally ended with the vietory of the Worship has gained a great vietory on the 
“Liberal” candidates. So far as the news | school question. Your readers will remember 
from the provinces is already known, re-elec- that by a telegraphic order the Minister pro- 
: tion of the former members appears to have hibited the opening of a mixed school in the 
been the rule. city of Elbing. This created great sensation, 
THE WSREER AFFAIR. and the magistrates of Elbing sent « deputs- 
The decision of the Consistory in this tien on the subject to Berlin ; and as that was 
matter is now published in its full text, and of no avail, a petition was addressed to the 
we can, therefore, see why the Consistory, House of Depaties. Professor Gneist, speak- 
with ten votes against eight, decided for the ing in the House, took the part of the town, 
confirmation of Mr. Werner as pastor of St. inasmuch as he asserted that the new echool 
James's Church, The Consistory chiefly hed been bailt with the tacit consent of the 
attaches importance to the fact that the | provincial Government of Danzic, and that 
pamphlets in which Mr. Werner denies the great expenses had been incurred in the realiza- 
pre-existence and divine attributes of Christ, | tion of the project. Mr. Von Puttkamer spoke 
were written before hisentry into the Prussian with great moderation. He repeated that he 
Church ; that he has since taken his ordina- thought mixed schools dangerous, end not at 
tion vow im Prussia; that: his introdactory all condugive to produce religious toleration ; 
sermon at Guben satisfied even those members that they ought only to be allowed where 
of that congregation who had rather dreaded there was an urgent necessity. Nevertheless, 
his coming; and that no complaint had ever he would have given the permissiomat Elbing 
been raised against him as regards hie per- sf he could have convinced himeclf that the 
formance of the clerical duties of that perish. case had been already substantially decided by 
The Consistory also quotes some sermons of his predecessor, or that the great expenses for 
Pastor Werner, delivered at Guben, in which the building woald otherwise be thrown away. 
he spoke with warmth of feeling with refer- Neither, however, was the case. Dr. Falk 
enee to Christ, and even mentions? His re had never givem any decision, not even & pre- 
surrection. Under these cireumsts.ces it was liminary one, and a new school was anyhow 
rather difficult for the Consistory to refuse necessary at Elbing, so that the new building 
the confirmation of his appointment. Yet might quite as well be appropriated for a de- 
there remains a difference between Mr,| nominational school. Professor Gneist had 
| Werner's former writings and his sermons in represented the National Liberals; om the part 
the present day which has not been accounted of the Progressists; Mr. Virchow went 50 
for, and as the matter has so far growu into « far as to say that religious influence was al- 
question of principle, and of universal interest, together objectionable in schools. Oourt- 
be wished, that Mr, Werner hed| Chaplain Sticker, deputy for Minden. 
honestly and openly: stated: what his belief livered his first parliamentary speech, in: 
really is, The complaint addressed to the which, in « vety able manner; he described 
Supreme Consistory, agaimat the decision, by the dangers of secular schools. He was.the 
the minority in St. James's parish, has also only Conservative speaker. The division was 
been ‘printed im the public papers. The im favour of the Government;.and.against the: 
complaimants request the Supreme Consistory petition of the: by majority 
CC of about 100 votes. Ia religious circles there 


| 
| 
| 
| 
prosecuting | severely cold im winter, as the door had to 
Ki authorities bore testimony to this fact. The | left open to let out the smoke. The sum of 
if Grand Duke of Hesse-Darmstadt was himself | minor-sufferings long continued is often worse 
f averee to such prosecutions, but he was| than a sharp stroke of calamity once for all, 
{ unable to prevent the law taking its course. | but even those who have inspected the pre- 
At length after much pressure, a new law | mises cannot fully appreciate what a fifteen = 
was passed in September, 1878, allowing | months’ residence in such quarters must have 
liberty of secession; whereby a first’ step been to this good man and his wife. In 
towards recognizing liberty of conscience was | course of time, however, friends came to the 
; made, and the way opened for the creation of help of these enduring people. A new manse 
; a Free Church. was built, and in a lecture-room beneath 
Deputed by the Council of the Evangelical | the congregation were able to gather to- 
; Alliance, one of their Honorary Secretaries, gether for worship, pending the erection of a 
the Rev. Dr. Blackwood, had meanwhile | church. 
; visited Darmstadt and the Odenwald in the| While efforts were being made by the 
| autumn of 1678, Amongst other places to | Evangelical Alliance to urge upon the authori- 
which his attention was directed, was the | ties in Darmstadt the needful measures for the 


* Contributions will be recsived by the Georetaries of the Evangelical to 
Strect, Adaiphl, Strand, Londen ; the Rev. Dr. Blackwood, Boxmoor Boxmoor, to 
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said so, that he seeks a decree of deprivation. 
Whether this Court, which in some other 
cases has undoubtedly the power to pronounce 
such a decree, bas the power to do #6 in a 
case of this kind, is probably a question upon 
which opposite opinions may be held. Any 
euch decree, therefore, if made, may lay the 
foundation for fresh appeals and open the way 
to fresh applications to the temporal Courts ; 
but, if made and subsequently upbeld, what 
reasonable expectation is there that this wil! 
secure Mr. Mackonochie’s submission } Upon 


some of these considerations I might have had | 


to inquire into the degree in which thisCourt 
is under any obligation to act upon these let- 
_ tere of request. But, upon the whole, I think 
that the statement of the learned counsel that 
the suit is instituted to obtain something more 
than a decree of suspension, and probably a 
decree of deprivation, is sufficient to exonerate 
the promoter from the charge of making an 
insincere and frivolous use of the process of 
the Court, and the citation in the new suit 
may, therefore, be issued.” 
THE PROPAGATION SOCIBTY AND DR. COLENO. 
Some mouths ago a Mr. Colley left England 
for the purpose of acting as Dean and Arch- 
deacon of Natal under Bishop Colenso, and 
had interviews with the Archbishop of Canter- 
' bury and the Bishops of Woreester and Exeter, 
who, be alleged, on hit arrival in the colony, 
had more or lees given him encouragement. 
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THE MACKONOCHIE cast. persons, proposed to unite with the Dean of 
as Dean of Arches, beld « who is under excommanice- 
17th ult. in Lambeth Palace. | tion by his on the basis of resisting 
appeared on the part of Mr, John | the action of the Provincial Ch 
law, and applied to his| Africa, The Bishop of Capeto 
receive letters of request from the | politan of South Africa, has 
to institute a new suit | advising that no premature 
H. Mackonochie, as in- | taken in 
perpetual curate of St. Alban’s, | considered acts. At the last 
, Mi continuing Ritualistic practices in | meeting of the Society for the ed 
union service after the moni- | the Gospel, however, held on the 16th ult., 
tion nat him to desist, and notwith- | the Bishop of Londonin the chair, the Secre- 
standing his suspension for three years. His | tary moved, on behalf of the Standing Com- 
lordship, having made several inquiries of the | mittee, the following resolution: “ Whereas 
learned counsel ss to the course which it was | it has been alleged that a person in holy orders 
intended to pursue, said : “ I understand from | has recently gone out from England with the 
the present application that the existing suit | intention of acting ministerially under the 
is to be practically abandoned, and that the | <.thority of Dr. Colenso, as Bishop within the 
same promoter desires to commence a fresh | colony of Natal, and has publicly made a 
suit against the same responde: ., charging him | statement as to the sanction given to such in- 
with a repetition of the offences for which he tention, the society hereby solemnly reaffirms 
has already been suspended. I presume, and, the several resolutions by which it ceased to 
indeed, the learned counsel, Mr. Jeune, has | recognize the episcopal authority of Dr. J, W. 
| Colenso, and records its firm determination to 
uphold and maintain, as far as lies in its 
_ power, the sole episcopal authority of Bishop 
| Macrorie within the colony of Natal, as com- 
_mitted to him by the EE 
Africa.” The Rev. Berdmore Compton moved 
an amendment substantially reasserting in <e- 
| tail all the steps which had been taken by the 
society. Archdeacon Denison had given a 
| noties of motion practically amounting to a 
| censure on the Archbishop and two Bishops 
named. He was, however, absent from i!]ness, 
and it was not moved. The Rev. Brownlow 
Maitland moved the previous question. After 
speeches by Canon Gregory, the Master of the 
Charterhouse, and others, the previous ques- 
tion was rejected by 130 to 128. 
debate ensued on the rival merits an 
lution of the committee and 
the 
Bishop of 
E 


7 
rm 


06, 
was carried. The Record, remarking | in an able paper by the Rev. John Richardson, 


“ - "The Rev. T. R. Sampson, missionary, announces the important fact that the Minister 
of Education of the Kingdom of Greece has issued an order to school inspectors to add the 
New Testament to the reading books of the schools of the nation. The demand for it has 
become sv great that the missionary depositories there are not able to supply, and an enter- 
prising publisher has issued the Gospels, and is getting out the other parts as quickly as 
possible. Before this order it was with difficulty that the missionaries could sell a thousand 
copies a year in all the kingdom, and there was no native publisher brave enough to risk his 
money and his reputation in publishing the book. ~ 

PERSIA. 


people in that city and vicinity are sure to starve before spring if they do not receive relief, 
the crops having been cut off for two years. In other parts of Persia, and in Kurdistan, the 
famine is severe. One telegram tells of several deaths from starvation, and of many people 
eating grass and roots. People are dying from hunger in Bayazid, Kara Kilissa, and elsewhere. 


TURKEY. 
The circumstances of the arrest of the Rev. Dr. Koelle, and of Ahmed Tewfik, who 
assisted him in the work of translation, were mentioned in our last (p. 23). Not only was 


official relations were for a short time suspended by the British Ambassador. At length, the 
Sultan, with his own hands, returned to Sir Henry Layard Dr. Koelle’s manuscripts, which 
had been taken from him by the Turkish police—translations into Turkish of the English 
“Book of Common Prayer,” and, his tract, “ Christ the Word of God ;” but no 

was obtained for the indignity and wrong to which he was exposed. Ahmed Tewfik is 
appears that Ahmed Tewfik is a Mohammedan, but at the same time one of the most 
liberal amongst the Ulemas. About two years ago he wrote for 
the Sultan, at his Majesty’s own request, a report on reforms in relation to Islam; and at 
the is arrest was professor of a college connected with the moeque of Beshiktash, 
the grammar school at Enivgan (his salary for which is now twenty months 
to the Sultan’s brother-in-law and to the family of Reshid Pasha, the first 
reforming Grand Vizier in Sultan Mahmoud’s time. Archdeacon Philpot, father-in-law of 
Dr, Koelle, in a letter to the daily press, says, “ What exile frequently means under Turkish 
rule is well known to many of us” Hafiz Pasha, who was responsible for the arrests and 
imprisonment, instead of being dismissed from th office of Minister of Police, as demanded 
by Sir Henry Layard, not only retains his post, but has received from the Sultan « most 
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| Mactorie, thought that the matter was ulira | Riley, and a large number of leading re 
vires for 
rejected 
solution 
upon the scene presented at this meeting, com- | being “ are the distinctive features of 
ae pares it to a bull-fight “The Bishop of | Evangelical Churchmanship viewed in relation 
) London was grossly insulted, and the Dean | to the present times?” The selected speakers 
| of Westminster (metaphorically) trampled | were the Rev. F. F. Goe and Canon Hoare, 
it under foot.” and a general discussion followed. At the 
. TRE ISLINGTON CLERICAL MEETING. afternoon sitting the subject was “The Ob- 
7, The meeting of Evangelical clergymen of | servance of the Lord’s-day,” Canon Ryle being 
- the Church of England, which takes place at | the introducer, and Bishop Riley, of Mexico, 
ie the commencement of each year in Islington, |and the Rev. John Gritton, the selected 
ie was held om the 13th ult., at the Memorial | speakers. In the general discussion which 
) Hall, under the presidency of the Rev. Pre- | followed, the meeting was addressed by Bishop 
, | bendary Wilson, Vicar of Islington. The | Perry, the Rev. Joseph Bardsley, and the Rev. 
. attendance, amounting to between 300 and | Prebendary Cadman. 
‘- 400, included Bishops Perry, Ryan, and 
GREECE. 
f A letter hes been received from the Rev. J. H. Shedd, missionary of the American Presby- 
- terian Board at Oroomiah, in which he says it looks as though twenty or thirty thousand 
| diplomatic action taken in the matter, but there some delay in the of the 
| 
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ter: “Not a doubt was expressed or felt, apparently, of the ability or of the 
the pastors and churehes of this distriet to fulfil these pledges to the letter. 
weeks of the passage of the resolution, one pastor had raised and 

Rs. 1,000 for the endowment ; another over Ra. 800 ; and before this letter reaches Boston 


On the 12th ult, at a meeting in aid of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, 
held at Sion College, the Right Rev. Dr. Titcomb, Bishop of Rangoon, gave an interesting 


was therefore interesting to men of letters aud men of science as well as ministers of religion. 
In Burmah there were four distinct races, with four distinct langusges and religions, and 
these had to be coped with by four missions. In Burmah Buddhism was the religion, and 


of various other races ; and at present there were 500 students entered on the books of the 
college. To this college a chapel was attached, and here he was glad to observe 
to Sunday how the number of converts imcreased. In Rangoon and its su 
mirsionaries visited from house to house, for there was no such thing as caste 
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| the American Baptist Mission in Burmah. The number of members of the Sgaa Karen 
churches of Bamein is 6,610. Mr. Carpenter refers to the erection of Memorial Hall and 
other buildings in Bassein, for the accommodation of « school of 300 boarders, without the 
| belp of a single dollar from America. The natives not only raised money enough to finish 
| the building, but contributed so generously that there was a balance left of Ra 4,000. This 
| taak, which some deemed an impossible one when the Bassein churches took it up, has been 
accomplished without slackeming the regular work of the churches. The total of contributions 
has advanced enormously since 1867. 
| 748 fewer than in 1578, the total of 
47,878—just three times as much. 
if the writer fully expects to have Ra 20,000 deposited with the Mission treasurer in Rangoon, 
if either for the endowment or (« portion) for the Seminary, as those who have the responsi- 
} bility of making the decision may elect. Friday forenoon the committee on the endowment 
. had to meet the question how to apportion the Rs. 70,000 among the churches, so as to 
i” | secure the full sum in the easiest and surest manner. They neither asked nor received any 
i fh advice from the missionaries present. With a sublime audacity, they brought in a unanimous 
report that the quotas of the several churches be assessed at the rate of Ra. 20 per member, 
aS] and they proceeded to read a list of the churches and the amounts falling toeach. After fuil 
diseussion the report was accepted unanimously. The committee was composed of our best 
| and wisest men. They do not expect that all of the churches will make up their full 
quota. Nota few will do so, however ; and, with the help of the weaker ones, more than 
; enough to make up the sum proposed will be raised.” After this action had been agreed 
upon, a letter was received from the Mission Rooms in Boston advising the postponement of 
_ the scheme; but, says Mr. Carpenter, “ it came too late.” 
Dr. Marks, bead of the Propagation Society's Mission in Burmah, proceeding to 
i Mandalay to inspect the English church, has been informed by wire from the War Minister 
ly that he will be prevented from passing the boundary pillar. He remainsat Thayetmyo. He 
| had been previously told he would not be allowed to see the King, and replied that he had 
no desire to do so. 
_minded his hearers that mission work tended to increase the knowledge of mankind, and it 
testantism of Hinduism ; it was a fight against that religion, which had been-grinding the 
) people in the dust. The morality of Buddhiem was simple and grand; but, passing from 
| ethics to theology, its dreadful deficiency came in sight. The Buddhists believed ia the ex- 
istence of no Deity. It had no priesthood; it was an abject, hopeless, aimless Atheiem, and 
ie the positive sides of that religion showed that very existence was meré misery; and it was 
iM from this misery that Christian missions sought to deliver this interesting people. In Ran- 
goon itself there was in one there established not only the of but that 
| 
| 


intercourse as ladies and gentlemen im this country. Asa practical conclusion, it was re- 
solved : “ That it is desirable to support a student to be chosen from the young city men 
in St. Augustine's, Canterbury, to be educated for missionary work.” A was 
formed to carry out this proposal. 

SOUTH APRICA. 


Chief Dunn has been in Maritzburg, and has gone bask again, after conferring with the 
authorities. He is understood to have stated that the 


Steere writes Zanzibar under of Nov. 12: “ The apse roof [i.<., of 
the church on the site of the slave market] is begun, and the clock-turret has been raised to 
the clock-facé stage... . . Mr. Farler has gone to Magila with all his goods. We have 
just heard of his safe arrival. Mr. Sayres has elected to stay with him, and Mr. F. J. Williams 

ll, I think, do so also, With Mr. Woodward and Mr. Yorke there be so large a 


the Wesleyan mission, and three Samoan teachers, in April, 1878, by the inhabitants of New 


The Difficulties of the Soul By W. Har M. help must greatly depend upon oar appre- 
he heusion of their real condition.” After tracing 
ton. ‘ the causes of spiritual perplexity, Mr. Aitken 
REFEREING to individuals who are in a condition | states a number of such cases in the words 
of spiritual anxiety, Mr. Aitken remarks that | of the perplexed or doubting inquirers. Some 
true wisdom, on the part of those whose aid is | relate to intellectual, others to moral or spiritaal 
sought by such persona, lies in endeavouring to difficulties. They are each examined with plain- 
co-operate with the Holy Spirit. “We must ness aad candour, and dealt with as would seem 
needs be workers together with Him if we would | to be warranted by Scripture. As an aid to the 
be really successful in spiritual labour; but to do religious friend or teacher, in individual cases, 
this we must find out what the Holy Spirit is | as well as to the partially enlightened in divine 
teaching the soul. In medicine an accurate | things, the volume has « real value. Without 
diagnosis is the first step towards a care, and in endorsing everything contained in it, we regard 
dealing with sin-sick souls our ability to give it as adapted to be of great use in siding the 
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Burmese, a+ with the Hindus. Men and women were there as free and courteous in their 
mission work in his territory, and that most of the missionaries had taken advantage of his 
permission. Such is the statement of the Natal Mercury, which, after referring to affairs in 
Zaluland, says: “ We hear that the missionaries in other districts have had a warm welcome 
back, and the Zulus would no doubt be glad to see white See ree This, 
however, having been forbidden, our Natal natives are said to be crossing the boundary in 
considerable nambers, tempted by the absence of taxation and the facilities for marriage.” 
BASTEAN AFRICA. 
of the clergy, and, I hope, so large a body of really native Christians, that I think they must 
have a regular head ; so I have created Mr. Farler Archdeacon of Magila. I am at the same 
time sending a party to Masasi. I have to provide them with six months’ stores.” 
NEW BRITAIN. 
In the course of a recent cruise by Her Majesty’s ship Danae, among some of the more 
remote South Sea Islands, a long and searching inquiry was held at the Duke of York 
ei that island, and the traders to punish the perpetratora, The inquiry being of an official 
natare, the result is not stated ; but we learn from Fiji thet Sir Arthur Gordon, the High 
Commissioner, having issued a warrant for the apprehension of Mr. Brown, that missionary 
has been arrested, and will be tried on a charge of manslaughter. 
NEW HEBRIDES. 
Another translation of the entire Bible is now ready. For the past two and a-half 
years, the Rev. J. Inglis, of the Free Church of Scotland Mission to the New Hebrides, has been 
in this country carrying the Old Testament through the press, the New Testament having 
been printed previously. Mr. Inglis brought over with him contributions raised by the 
natives of the small island, sufficient to pay the whole bill for printing. He expresses a just 
pride in the reflection that the people of Aneityum should have paid in full for every copy of 
the Scriptures they have received. 
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when the general belief arose that the day of 
was about to dawn, is one of the most 


supposed, Were about to be enacted. “ An Idyll 
of the City” tells, in touching strains, of wisdom 


of that name in Hawaiia, of the goddess 
of Kilauea (the largest known volcano) within the 
immediate range of her supposed fearful power, 
and the princess's avowal of the true God in fall 
view of the fiery pit by lava from which the heathen 

that she would be consumed. “ The 
Last Combat in the Coliseum " relates the story 


of the stoniog in the arena of the monk Tele- 


machas, in the fifth century, while attempting 
to put a stop to the gladiatorial shows of ancient 
Rome—a resalt which, though he failed to effect 
im his life, immediately followed his violent 
death. In this, and other pieces which we might 
specify, there breathes a deep pathos, « noble 
elevation of soul, and a conception of divine 
trath as an incentive to the highest aims, which 
demand our warmest commendation. The 
poems are from twenty to thirty in number, and 
are very varied in their character and style. 
Some of the smaller pieces display a chaste re- 
finement and simple beauty which render them 
attractive, and ought to give them a permanent 
place in our popular literature. Sach are “ A 
Sigh,” ‘‘ Twa a-Seeking,” “‘ Life’s Lessons,” 
“Thy Will be Done,” and “Bat If Not.” Of 
the merits of this last our readers can judge for 


themselves, as we give it on an earlier page of 


our present number. 
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Count Agénor de Gasparin: a 
Londen : Hodder and Stough toa. 


Court pt Gasrart®'s biography has been already 
introduced to the notice of our readers. We are 


Those which appear in the present number relate 


China's Millions, Edited J. Hupsow Tay- 
LOR, 1879. London: 
gan and Scott. 

Last year's monthly issues of the journal of the 

China Inland Mission form, as here collected and 


Journal. Edited 
Africa : a Quarterly 
Tnx object of this new periodical is to awaken 
interest and obtain help for Africa, especially in 
connection with the Native African Missions’ Aid 
Association, of which Major Malan is the 
founder. It does not, however, confine itself to 
the notice of missionary operations, but promises 
to report the progress of exploration, and to give 
other useful information in regard to Africa. 


removal of spiritual difficulties Mr. Aitken's 
wide experience in such matters well qualified 
him for undertaking the task be has here so ably 
| The Truce of God, and other Poems, By Wi11am | glad to be ableto renew, on behalf of this traas- 
Kegan Peal and Co. lation, the commendation which we bestowed last 
gr A SMALL collection of meritorious poems, all of | year upon the original, Put into its English 
| which bear more or less directly upon themes of | dress by « competent translator, and printed in 
if the highest import, The remarkable movement | a style not inferior to that in which the French 
‘ in the tenth century, which gives the title to the | edition appears, M. Borel’s pleasing and useful 
fk work, might well have claimed s volume to iteelf. | work will be sure to obtain on this side the 
ie The suspension, for s stated time, of that right Channel, as it already has upon the other, many 
of private feud for the redress of wrongs, which appreciative and interested readers. 
was recognized lawful in the middle ages, The Indian Female Bvangelit. January, 1880. 
| A QUARTERLY journal, devoted to the advocacy of 
 ) solemn and suggestive pictures in the history of | +), objects promoted by the Indian Female Nor- 
5 | that remarkable period. It is here treated in ®| mi School and Instruction Society. It now ap- 
which the poem commemorates, and of the mo- | nents The contents of the present number 
mentous scenes which then, as all Christendom | . ord evidence that the work of the society is 
| | } Henceforth the society ceases to issue the reports 
from its missionaries in an annual volame, aad 
gained.” “Kapiolani” is narrative gives publicity to them throagh these | 
delivarate and defiance by Christian 
=) to the work done in Bengal. We hope, notwith 
n | standing the proverbial aversion of the public to 
im reports, that this, the largest portion of the 
| magazine, may obtain the attention to which it is 
entitled. Among the other articles which deserve 
mention are one by Professor Monier Williams, 
on ‘‘ Co-ordinate Education in ite Bearing on the 
| Women of India,” and lively talk About 
on Madras,” by Miss 8. J. Ballard. 
bound, a handsome quarto volume. It contains 
Bh much matter of interest, derived chiefly from 
E the journals and letters of the missionaries. 
i 


raze Conct, who is living in retirement | granted in the Grand Duchy for the sale of 
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the sick 
Czar and the 
Europe. 
by Baron von 
1873. The cost of the building is given as 
150,484 roubles. The Evangelical Church 


to | at Petersburg has also Home for children 
| inmates, and 
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at Naples, has written a preface to a new | books, other than almanacs and prayer-books 
Italian translation of the New Testament, in | and that Bibles in general cannot be placed in 
which he deplores that the Scriptures are so this category.” 
little read by Italian Catholics. Hosrrrata and Pasows Steenta.—The 
Samsara Onsernvancs.—The International | Rev. Henry Lansdell lately returned from a 
bserv- | mdst enterprising journey through Siberia. 
St. ‘ 
Bi 
by 
ght 
upon 
la 
to 
of Si 
ORK 
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superintendence of Frau- 
y directress of the Hos- 
Kaiserswerth. Dr. von 
led Dr. von Meyer, the 
pital, who during nearly 
sted the working of the 
l department with entire 
thel is the new 
pital. One hundred and 
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Bb P. Coote, Rev. John Wilkinson, and Mr. 
ORD, Easex.—A correspondent writes : 
Workmen’s Hall, while tha 
ASSOCIATION. to the principal church. 
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Heary 

last number of Evangelical Christendom 

bas excited considerable interest, and has been 
reprinted, at the request of a lady, who sug- 

gests that an effort should be made to raise 

funds in order to provide some place where | 


